Why We’re Fighting In Iraq

The War for Digital Rights: Commodities and Reputations, Security and Privacy, and Free Expression

I’ve seen many views about why we’re fighting in Iraq. Some say we’re fighting for control over oil and oil currency, so that the United States can be a dominant political and economic empire for the next 100 years. Others say we’re fighting because a failing President wants desperately to be re-elected. Some say we have a moral imperative to defend ourselves against terrorist countries like Iraq – others say we’re fighting to prevent further atrocities by one of the worst dictators in history.

What relates all these views together is the control of Digital Rights. In a world that depends as much on information about physical goods as on the goods themselves, control of Digital Rights becomes a cause worth fighting for. 

For example, if you think we’re fighting for control of oil, you may mean for control of the information commodities of oil: the price, the market, and even the valuation of the currency that pays for oil – and who has the right to control those commodities. 

If you think we’re fighting because of a failed president, you probably mean that the president is perceived to have failed as a matter of reputation, which is measured in surveys, the press, and ultimately in the vote count of the election. And so what the President is doing, you might say, is merely an effort to control those measurements.

If you think we’re fighting to defend ourselves against terrorists, then you probably mean that we value our security and privacy. Terrorists attack psychologically at the balance between security and privacy. Too little security and terrorists wreak havoc – too much and we lose our right to privacy.

Finally, if you think we’re fighting to prevent atrocities, then what you really mean is we’re fighting to allow free expression. Because one person’s atrocity is another person’s justice, it is only through free expression that we tell the difference. But free expression like privacy is often sacrificed for increased security. And so, in times of war, security is at its zenith, free expression is suppressed, and it becomes harder to tell the difference between atrocity and justice.

One historical theory says that wars have always been fought over control of water. If true this would seem one of the great ironies of history, that something so prevalent as water can be so invaluable at the same time. Now again, the control of something both widely prevalent and invaluable - Digital Rights - has become, at least for this war with Iraq, the thing we are willing to fight for.

I would like to discuss a very limited view of Digital Rights, the only view I have any claim to know well, and that is the view from my own experience over the last couple years as a girl called Aimster.
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